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Outgoing Informal, 1952

Important as dealing with problems of Battle Analysis
Study and getting and keeping competent personnel.

See Kenny, 17 March 1952

*Captain Bruner, 15 January 1952
Problems of personnel for Analysis Group

These letters illustrate how much detail must be
handled and how the man in charge must himself have an
intimate knowledge of the affairs under study.

Tichenor, 14 August and 20 August 1952
Submarine operations

Blair, 27 August 1952
Japanese command relations

Dear Casey (Rear Admiral Green), 21 October 1952
Japanese translators--exceptional capability of
Captain J. J. Rochefort

Dear Don (Admiral Felt), 13 November 1952
Article by Vice Admiral Koyanagi, IJN, on Battle of Leyte

Dear Don (Admiral Felt), 14 November 1952
Re Admiral Heffernan's article on Midway

Admiral Kinkaid, 14 November 1952
Naval War College and Naval War College Review




January 8, 185},

Dear Ralph:

I sm not tryingtopresstoomnyt‘ningsmmbecmu

I realise from your first letter that you bave a job

which kept you away from home and, therefore, you may not

as yet have received my second letter, When you are

answering the a;lccnd letter porhaps you can answer this
one as well,

October 10th preliminary

scmetime eariler, ComSubPac had the

station in the entrance to San Bern

submarine DRUM on station in the sntrance to Surigao Strait.

On October 2nd CinCPOA had informed ComSoWesPac, information
you as CTP-71, that, in view of the faoct that this area
would de tiurmed over to ComBoWesPas, he plammed to remove
these submarines from thsse two stralts commencing Ostober
15th, Later he ordered these submarines to be north
latitude 18°30'N by October 15th rather then to commence

thelr departure on that date,

CinCPOA had alsc informed ComSoWesPac that, although Com3rd-
Fl1t did not require any submarines for 1life guard at either
San Bernardinc Strait or at Surigso Strait he {CinCPOA)
recommended that sutmarines be retained there until cur own
(All%ed) surface forces were in the vieinity. '

As a consequence the PARCHE and DRUM wacated their San
Bernardino and Surigac Strait positions commeneing October
12th and thereby left these areas vacant. XNo submarines ,
were stationed thereafter in these areas either by Com7thFlt
cr by yourself, Do you kmow why it was that CinCPOA's
recomnendation was re jected?
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Outside of that how goes it? I hope that you have enjoyed
a Bapp{ Yuletide Season, and that the New Year will bring
you all happiness, I hope to have the good fortune of
naetigg youf Nrs., one of these days. You haves more asourage

Your old classnate,

Re W, BATES,

Vice Admiral Ralph W, Chriatie, USN (Ret),
2244 Valle jo Street,
San Prancisco, California,
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January 15, 1952

Demxr Captain Bruner:

I noted with interest your first endorsement on Navael War
College lotter serial 6571-51 wherein in 2
you stated - ®,....It 13 understood that

series, the snalysis of the Battle for

somp! during fiscal 1955,%

date 1955 was given to PuPers as a matter of future planning,

I read your letter to msan that the film Battle for Leyte
Gulf would be completed in fiseal 1955, I therefore told
Admiral Conolly of my interpretation snd stated that it was
more likely that the book would be completed during that
fiscal year rather thean the film, Admiral Conolly told me
that he thought that I had read your endorsement incorrectly
for he read it to mean just the opposite. He said that in
his mind, the endorsement sald that the analysis would be
compléted In riscal 1955, and that You were advising BuPers
to prepare at that time to provide funds for the £ilm to be
completed after that date. That seems a logiocal interpretat-
ion. I would be intersated in knowing what your thoughts

For your information, since I started writing these books,
it hes been my policy at the same time that I was preparing
the current snalysis, to have one officer and one ysoman
collesting data and any &y in
order to expedite the sucseeding analyzis, In other words »
while I was working on the Battle of the Coral Ses, one
camander and one yeoman spent sbout 1% years sollecting
dats for the Battle of ¥idway; when I was prepsring the
Battle of Midway one officer and one yeoman were enzaged in
collecting dats, etc, for the Battle of Savo Island, This
condition di1d not obtwmin in preoparing for the Battle for
Leyte Gulf. This was becsuse the President of the War
College - Vice Admirsl Donsld Beary - did not provide me
with the necessary officer and Yeoman to work up ths Leyte
Gulf deta in advance. I pointed out to Admiral Beary that
wa had twice been given direetives to acgomplish this
analysls, but he told me not to do anything on Leyte until
I had finished Savo. The basic reason for this seems to
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have been that while I was away in California he had taken
several offigcers from my allowanse, as well as my aivilian
seoretaries and had transferred them to the Oorrespondence

Course Section.

The result of all this was that we started on the Battle

for Leyte Gulf from soratoh without any collected data -
whatsoever, During the past year, slthouzh I have written
about 300 e8 on the analysis, we have beesn constantly
held back g;gtho difficulty of obtaining enough transistions.
This is not a ocriticlsm of my Japanese translstors who are
excellent., Fortunately, I now have on my staff, Captein
Joseph Rochefort who 18 #n eminent Japanese acholar ard he
is £11ling in many gaps which I am unsble to £il1l1l with ny
Washington translsators. The latter mre busy on other items,

I also have been shorthanded here by & shortage of two
officers. This is bescause I cannot find officers conpetent
to do this job. I would rather take longer and do it well
than to have officers in whom I oould not put my full trust.
and who merely fill the allowance.

I am finding this study extremely interesting and develop~
ments on both sides are ap ing which do not bear out
previcus opinions., Actually, I have only gotten to October
17th - the landing of Admiral Oldendeorf &t Suluan Island,

I em going at length to explain this to you so that you will
not be confused on prospective dates,

I don't imow what will happen in the future, but it is fap
more likely that we will finish the analysis in the fiscal
year 1955 rather than the film.

I hopp that you were interested in the comments of the

Army War College., Thsy were entirely unsolicited and merely
varlf§ the comments of everyone who has seen the films., It
i3 highly gratifying to me, and I hope it is to you.

With best wishes for & happy New Year, I am,
Sincerely yours,

R, W, BATES

Captain F, Bruner, USN,
0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations,

Navy Department,
Washington 25, D,C.




Deur Captain Burke: ,

It was & great melief to talk $o you on the telephone
this momning and dfscover how Sapably you disposed of
natters similae to mine, Noedless to say, you have taken
the pressure not ¥ off me, dut off the administrativs
stlrr_otthe_mcbllm. N S

It 18 » ' i '

weok n'

consult -
with s Oreen and
matters which Y wish ¢to

my present Chief Yeoman, Naurice W, BURTON, was with
you vhgn Jou were Professor of Naval Science at Holy Cross.

_ §2) The next thing that I desire to astablish is
&llowance of one Chisf Quartermaster for this staff &saist-
ing me, 4t the present time, as I told you on the telephone,
I havs Nerrill oO. 8!%'1’. 388 22 31' Q-J, USN, whom I borrowed
from the Naval Base. it has taken some time to a
STOUT with the heavy responsibilities which I had for him,
de has plotted much of the primary movements of the Allled
forces in ths Leyte operation, Your kindness in permitting
him t0 remain for poesibly three months is greatly apprecist-
ed. I now know that I should have s Chief Quartermaster
here. I will endsavor to get one immediately so that he may
lesrn STOUY's work from STOUT himsell before detached,

(3) The third item 1s this: XNy Yeoman Seoond Class,
Joseph W. CAVANAUGH, 606 20 Ol, USK, is also due to leave,
and Captain Henderson allowed him to remain, for a whils,
until BURTON got orientated enough to understand our £iling
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systen with its many records and to understand E'

;r procedure, Just as this was about to pccm'.agm ..rthxgg';'
1m‘ Distrist directed BURTON's transfer elsewhers which,
£ &t goes through, will seriocusly handicap me,

We have consulted the Persomnel Officer of the I*'xas'lg aval
Distriet, We have advised him that the War College donsldsps

~ that it 1s under complament instead of over as we 1ight
one yecomill, . /

CAVANAUGH will be relieved pressntly. I &m anxious :
obain & relief of high intelligence, as the Yeomen of this .
offiee are not only yeomen, but ars required to perix
regearch duties as well, In this comnection, we had a
Yooman here scme years ago, who is familiar with my ,
ZERR, Raymond B,, 620 79 03, USK. If he 1s available he
would be alright unless he now happens to be a Onief [Potty
Offiser, in which case, I should prefer & yocumn of lesser
rating. : )

I sm mentioning muoh of this to you 8o that when I arrive

there the situstion will be sasy to understand for both of
uasnﬁdunotmtoomoherywtm. .

Onu?d.n loemthmkycﬁtoiywkmdnucinhhndlmg
my diffigulties. With such a start xmy Doresast is that you

are going to have a wonderful new year in your new job,
With best regards, I am, |

Yours sincerely,

R.¥, BATES,
Commodore, USH (Ret).

Oaptain Bdwerd J, Burke, USH,
Buresu of Naval Persomnel,

Room 2805,
Arlington, Virginia.




January 29, 1961

Dear Tichsnor:

I have been adviged that you werse the Operations Offiocer
for Admiral Christie during the Leyte Operation.

For your information, the Battle for leyte Gulf 1s being
analyzed at the Navsl War College by the World ¥ar II
Battle Evaluestion Group, which I head. Three battles
have been studlied to date =~ Coral Sea, Midway and Savo
Island - and films have been made of the first two.

I have completed writing up the operation of the submar=
ines in SOWESPAC up to 0719, October 17th, 1944. This
was the time that the Japanese reported sighting Admiral
Oldendorfts command as it approsched Suluan Island at
the entrance to Leyte Gulf,

What I wish to do is to send you what I have written and
ask you to review it in the light of your position as
Operations Officer to Admiral Christie. For your infor-
mation, it has been reviewed by Captaln Arnold Holtz who
was one of the submarine captains and who 1s a student
here. Also by Commander Harley Nauwman.

Are you willing to review this? If you ere, I will send
1t to you immediately. ‘

¥ith best regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Re W, BATES

Rear Admiral Murray J. Tichenor, USK(Ret)
P.0, Box 3086
¥1llville, New Jersey




January 30, 1952.

Dear Casey:

I expect to be down to Washington next week at whioh time
I hope to ses you for a few minutes for what I hope is a
relatively simple matter. In order to save your time I am
writing you now concerning my problems, :

When Captain Gano was hesad of the Enlisted Section of BuPers
he assigned to the War Collegs, for my office, one Chief
Yeoman and advised ms at the same time that he would incresase
the allowance of the War College by one Chief Yeomsn.
(Naturally, this was to be done thru you). The Chief Yeoman
arrived, remained here sbout & year and was sent ocut to the
Central Pacific; his relief arrived and everything was fine.
Last week we received dispatch orders to transfer the Chief
Yeoman to ComONE for assigmment. The matter was stralghtened
out and the orders were promptly cancelled. However, from a
atudy of the War College allowance lists, 1t seems that
Ceptein Gano falled to increase the allowance by one (1) Chief
Yooman. This 1s aimost amazing because I find In my files a
letter thanking him for arreanging the inorease.

Captain Hendoerson was fully familiar with the situation and
considered, appmrently, that everything was alright, as Y
talked to him about 1t. He has now been relieved by Captain
Burke, with whom I have spoken on the tele .

Captain Burke says that he is willing and will gladly increase
the allowance of Chief Yeomsn by one when you have authorized
1t. So, I told him that I would see you about it.

Another problem is this., I have borrowed, from the Naval Base,
a Chilef Quartermaster who has been working with me on the
Allied submarines for the past year. He 1s due to go to sea
presently. It was my understanding, although I don't know

how I could have been so dumb, that the Chief Quartermaster
was being made permanent in the War College complement.
Actually, as a matter of information, during my work here we
have borrowed Chief Quartermasters on occasions from the ¥awval
Bass. For example, I borrowed a& Chief Quartermaster to assist
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Captain W.H, Ashford to plot some of the Midway operations
besause Captain Ashford had a bad le ¥ow what I wish to
do 1s to have a Chisf Quartermaster (QN~0201) attached to
the War Gollege allowance for use in this seotion duping
this Leyte Oulf study., I need him, as the smount of
researel and chart work is prodigious, If you will increase
this allowance I will see Captain Burke and odbtain a Chief
Quartermaster of gonsequense. I wish to get this Chief
Quartermester here very soon so6 he ¢an take over the great
volume of material which our borrowed Chief Quartermaster
has colleoted and which will otherwise die with his departure.

I hope that my requests in this matter are not viewed with
angzeundne sonsern by your office. Surely thers are competent
£ Quartermasters due for shere duty who can fill this

billet to his and our advantags.

Fleass don't reply to this wntil I see you.

With best regards for s very happy and sucoessful New Year
to you and DuBose, I an, as ever, ,

Your old friend,

R, W. BATES,

Rear Admiral C.L. CGreen, USN,
ACNO (Perscmmel),

Room 4E522, Pentagon Building,
Eavy Department,

Wuhington 85, DeCo




February 11, 1962

Dear Captain Burke:

I am very happy to have had a most friendly conversation with
you. I am glad that both Admirals Green and Bolger appreclate
the necessity for sending personnel designated to the War
College with such a designation. After speaking with you I
spoke with Admirel Green and he sald that he would arrange 1t.

T was visited today by a Chief Quartermsster, TRENBATH, Samuel
t,, 2635 25 59, USK, in the USS VULOAN (AR~5) who has been on
sea duty for thirteen (13) years and who feels confident that
he oould do this job. I don't know what your polley is in
these matters nor do I know what kind of efficlency reports
Chief Quartermaster TREMBATE has been getting. He has not
requested shore duty, but wishes to volunteer for this assign-
ment, Have you any thoughts on this matter? Pleass advise nme
when you have decided who ie to relieve the Chief Quartermaster
here, snd who is to relieve Yeoman Second Class Joseph Cavansugh.
I will write you more presently on thls matter,

with many thanks for your courtesy to me end for your under-
gtanding of my problems, I em,

VYery sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES

Captain E.Js Burke, USN
Bureau of Naval Personnel
Room 2805

Arlington, Virginia




Pebrusry 12, 1952,

Dear Germanys

You are a wonderful fellow to be asscolated withi

I like the marmer in which my desk here at the War
College is asscclated with yours thers at the Pentagon!
I often comes to Washington regarding my responsibilities
in the handling of translators md pecple of similisr
Ik because diffiocunlties have arisen whish no one here
can handle. I present the case to you and presto! the
alr clears. %This is unusual for I have talked, over
the years, to many officers in position to know about
these matters and to date you are the only ome who has
straightened them out with decisiveness. Heretofore,

I have had to wander back and forth for long hours
Wroughout the Pentagon to obtain any results whatsocever.

I hops that the question of Mr. Clarke Kawakmm! and Mra.
Tanaka will be settled smicably for the ocoming year.

With bdest rqgarda 0 sn 0ld combat shipemate, I en,
Your old friend,

R.¥W. BATES,

Rear Admiral N.E. Curts, USN,
ACNO (Readiness),

Room 4ES552, Pentagon Buillding,
Xavy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.




Dear Captain Ruddy:
Thank you very msch for your latterorm&at.

‘I waz glad to hear that the contract is sabout to be
the firm that you have decided

Island will

I have received & letter from Admiral Rimits congrat-
ulating me on the studles of Coral Sea, Midway and
Savo Island, snd asking me if it is your plan to have
& ecopy of the films of these movies in the Novie -
Libraries of District Commmndants, I should 1ike to
‘poply to Admiral Kimitz and therefore would ciate
1t 1f you would advise me presently zs %o

f£1ims will be loosted in ths Dis t Comnendsmtst
Plim Libraries and if not,; then where.

¥any thanks snd best wishes, I an,

VYery sincerely yours,

Captain J.A. Ruddy, U3,
Commanding Officer,

Baval FPhotographic Centar,
¥aval Aflr Station,
Anacostla, D.C.




_Dou- Casey?

It iz quite a sstisfaction to come &ll the way from
Newport to Washington and discover that what you are
asking for ls not excessive, and is viewed in a friendly
mature by those responsidle., Neturslly, I am refeorring
to the friendly sttitude expressed by yourself concern-
ing the needs of the WWII Battle Bvaluation Group hers
at the War Colleges. .

As a matter of information, it is my understanding that
you are (a) establishing and allowance of one YNC, one
QM, and one YN2 for this sectiom, and that you will
word the orders to BuPers in such a way that the
selected for this group will get here whether via ComONE
or by direct transfer. Actually, this 1s an overall
addition of one QNC as both YNs are in the War College
allowsnce, al though the YNC appemrs to be £illing a YM1

I heve discussed this whole affair with Admiral Conolly,
and both he and Admiral Beakley are plemsed with the
understanding msmner with which your office views the
Raval War College, snd agree with Zg.; that it 13 well
to set up a special allowancs for WIIX Battle
Evalustion Group in vievw of 1ts specialized naturs.

With warmest regards snd many thanks, I =|a,
Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES,

Remr Admirsl C,L. Green, '
Room 48522, Pentagon Bullding,
Navy Dep artment,

Washington 25, D.C.




Doer Dootor Flowers

Although 1t 1s not oustomary, it seems to ms that
in view of your position as Medical Officer on the Astorim,
Ba

ﬁ;tdwuldmmoppwmuyho read the Battle of Savo

If you have not been able to obtain it in your area,
I will mail it to you from here mdvhmyouhmﬁnishod
reading it you can returm it directly to the War collogo.
If you have any ideas I should sppreciate receiving them,
At.h{ilmvin be made of this book commencing sbout Nay of
S yemr.

It was nice to see you down there and to realize that
you are in that very important assignment.

With very best wishes, I am,
Yery sincerely yowrs,

R.W. BATES.

Captain Charles P, Flcver. uC, USNH,

Naval Examining
Bureau of !ards and Docks Annex,

Arlington, Virginia.
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February 189, 1952

Dear Captain Dussault:

I think that the World War II Battle Evaluation Group
is in hand now as regards Naval Aviators for the Ny
coming year., It is my understanding that Commanders
A.H, Bowker, USKN snd S.E, Hindmsn, USN are to be

assigned to me,

This will be quite & relief to you, I presume, as my
presence in the future should be merely for a friendly
call on you and Sutherland, and for no otherreason.

It has been a2 long pull to obtain any offigers of
consequence and, although, I do not know too mmuch
about the adbove mentioned Commanders, they are at iesast
successful graduates of the War College and should fit

in very well,
Thank you very much for your assistance,

With beat regards, I am,
Yery sinesrely yours,

R .w_' BATES .

Captalin G,A, Dusasult, USN,

Asst. Director, Aviation Personnsl Division,
Room 4E412, Pentagon Building,

Navy Department,

wCShmgtOn 25’ D.C.




Dear Admiral Tichesnosrs

I regret that I haven't written ere this to thank
you for the great interest you displayed in our
study of ths submarines of SOWESPAC during the early
stages of the Battle for Leyte Gulf, Needless to
say, your extremsly fair and understanding attitude
was very much appreciated by me. :

For your information, the reason that none of us
had heard from Admiral Christy is that he was away.
I received a nots from him today saying that he
would answer my letters presently s he has been

in the Far East. I think he means that he had been
on the East Coast of the United States for I heard
in Washington, where I have been for the past week,
that he had been there recently.

With best regards, and hopes if you come to this
area again, you will drop in and say "hello,™ I mm,

Very sincerely yours,

BR.W. BATES,

Rear Admiral Murray J. Tichenor, USE(Ret),
P.0. Box 306,
Miliville, Kew Jersey.




February 27, 1952

Dear Captain Burke:

Thank you very much for your letter. We have received a
letter from the CX0 dated 19 Pebruary 1952 which shows,
for the W¥ II Battle Evaluation Group, the following
allowances 1 YNC, 1 QMC, and 1 YN2, A study of the CXO
Allowance shows that one of the YN2's has been removed
from the War College general allowance to the WN IX
Battle Evalnation Group allowance. %Therefore, s relief
for CAVANAUGH, J,W., 608 20 01, YN2 (YN-2522), USN, who's
time 18 expiring, will be required, .

The qualifications that I indicated for the Chief Yeoman,
but of lesser consequence, are desirable for the YN2, I
am confused as to what to do now, for it was my understand-
ing with Admiral Oreen that the people for this section
would be specially selected. Have you any advice on how

to proceed in the case of CAVANAUDOH as his rating has been
tranaferred to this section?

Thank you for your information concerning TRENBATH, Samuel
Thomas, 283 25 59, QMC (Qu-0201-74), USKH., W¥We will
communicate with him. I believe this thing can be readily
handled, Meamwhiles, when 8 relief is finally provided

for CAVANATGH he would like to go to the VUICAN (AR-5)
which, while now at sea, will return here presently.
CAVARAUGH advises me that there are numerous vacancies

for YEts on the VUICAN,

I understand that STOUT, Merrill 0., 393 22 31, QMC
(Qu-0201-84), USH, whom I borrowed from the Naval Base,
has spent over twelve years at sea, mostly in destroyers.
As his home is in Portland, Oregon, he thinks that some
assigment in that area might be desirable. If he can't
got that he would like to be assigned to some large ship
on the west coast, preferably around Iong Beach, He has
had enough of destroyers.

With very best regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R.W, BATES.
Captain B.J. Burke, USK,
Bureau of Naval Personnel,
Room 2805,
Arlington, Virginia,




Dear Captain Ruddy:

Ianm ’"ﬁ bothered you about the information which
Admiral Nimits desired conssrning the location of the
-priats of the Coral Sea and Nidway. However, I felt
that you woiild know where were going. I have
informed Admiral Nimits that is one print of eash
of the sbove films at the Pilm Library of the Commandant
12th Naval Distriet. Nany thanks for your efforts!

I understood that it was BuPerst responsibility teo

distribute those films as officer training is a funotion

of that Buresu. It was, therefore, with some surprise

thatIIomedfrmmthatthoGthadnoplmato

distribtute the prints throughout sea~going ends of the

:;;d establishment, I shall see Commander Gibson about
8, :

I know that some ships have besn using the written
analyses in their "at sea"™ trailning of officers. The
films sre designed to parallel these analyses, Thelr
velue lies in the fact that they closely parallel sush
analyses and thereby assist in denonstrating to the
student the scommand prosesses whiech these anslyses are
intended to pertray. ‘ '

It i3 not impossible that Y shall be in Washin for
several days next week,in which case,I shall eon t

You 80 that we may have a meeting preliminary to that
desired by Pilm Graphies,snd to whish I refesrred in
another letter of this same date. Of course, if Pilm
Graphics wants a meeting before that date, I shall
grant it In order to save tims.

Wo are full of 1ce and snow up hers and more is expested
today -~ Ught

With best regards, I am,
Sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES.

Captain J.A. Ruddy, USK,
Command Offiger,

Naval Photographic Center,
Naval A#r S¥atlon,
Anecostla, D.Ce.




it as I felt that he ooculd do °
: to his evident surpriss, thst ad
whatscever to do with the comtrasst; that tha
thin the provinse of your offisce, and was handled
13 ¥ by you without reference to ms or
8E0,

Br. Blair wished to know if ths "Seript"

the latest and I said that, if it was marked War College,
it was, However, as I had losned my copy to yomr

for bldding purpeses, I wasn't sble

Which, by the way, forces me to ask you if I o

ths return of my copy.

During the eonversation he stated that
have a meeting presently here at the Naval War College

with whiech idea I of eourse agreed, providing ax
I

the technical asdvisor. I assume that I am,

have reseived no word to that sffest, Ns slso told me,

at this times, that the film was to be entirsly animation

with no "live film."™ Y told him that this was s great
¢ as it was my understanding that the War College.

would have some say in this matter,

I don't know when we are going to have this meeting, but

vhen we do I hope that no "row”™ will occcur when I suggest

donts Koo enylhing sbove yous M. Jemnscn yes, et T 1
oW about your Mr. Yot, '

dontt want to have the terrific trouble with him that I

had origimally with Mr, Southgate and later with

Productions over the method of making this

that had we had proper socordinmation to begin wi

might have saved time and possibly expense in




two films, Mr, Blair wisely sees this and says that live
£iim, in view of the researeh required, is no sheaper to
insert !.n the film than animation, and therefore, should
I du t in some live £ilm he 1is amol'bh and will
I hope you vlu ﬁvhm
romun ves ne thm up s mattey.
I know that they mzultoly nors ubout mmi
films than I do. ‘bat T elao imow that they knew 1ittle
about making the Coral Sea and Nidwey films as they were a
departure from sush normal films, I, at least, !mew vhat
I wanted, and I ax sure that I inov what I wish for Ssve
Xsland, If I 4idn't I would not have worked s¢ hard ¢o

get it produeed,

I imow from my assosiation with m that you can well
appresiate xy desire as well as t of tho War College,
to produes a film whigh will m ideas here and,
in partisuiar, idets., I also Imow that with you we will
have the utmost sooperation,

With best regards, I am,

S8incerely yours,

R.W, BAZES,

Cl tain J.A. B“ddy' USHE,
Gmm%drﬂcer,

Naval graphis Center,
Faval Alr Station,
Anasostia, D0,




NHareh 4, 1962

‘Dear Casey:

I have finally located the final officer for my staff.
His nsme 1s Commander John S.C. Gabbert. : '

Acocording to BuPers, when I spoke to them - that 1s, I apoke
to Captain Kimmey for ome, conserning an additional officer
to complete my allowance - Captain Kinney stated that the
allowanes ealled for a LCDR. I told him that that wes
unimportant, that you had told me that thes allowance would
be changed in rank from LCDR to CDR., Msy I ask you to do
this now as the War College is putting in an offiecial request
for CDR Gabbert snd we may have some &rouble obtaining him,
Actuslly, he has no orders and has heard ofnons offislally,
slthough he hears rumors that somebody wants him in BuPers.

%his, in my mind, 1s a seriocus error becsuse {(a) just being
gradusted from the War College he should be continued in
that kind of work for the present, and (b) he is anxious

to have this job. In fact, hs csme down and asked for it.

As you kmow, it has been very difficult to find the right
people for this work as the work is highly laboricus and
requires csonsiderable understanding of military operations,
A War College graduate is generally essentlal as he has
been doing some of this work during his sourse.

If you will ask Admiral DuBose to give a green light to
Gabbert's assigmment it will be helpful., MNeanwhile, I*ll

write your boss myself.

I hate like the devil to have to bother you as I do, But,
your shoulders seem broad and you earry the load well,
It 1s no wonder to me that you have that Jobl

I plan to be in Washington early next week to elear up this
matter, as well as to handle other matters relating mostly

tc this section.

Best to you as always,
Your old friend,

/())5,4/; ﬂ:im[:@k/;(‘;;‘(eeeﬁv/ Rowo BATES.
{g"’:'—"’/ - 7£¢/2 /‘%/{7;}5"51\7'
A}V) €, ol | nren /)
Ue—séu{;gﬁ'fu/ 0.<. (Airmail Special Delivery)




Narch &, 1952,

Dear Larry:

I am writing to you as the Chief of the Bureau of Naval
Persomnel to ask you to use your gocd offices to assist me

in obtaining for the War College Staff the services of
Comnander Jolm S,C, Gabbert now a student at the Naval War
College, I am writing to you in this matter not only because
you ars the Chief of Nawval Persomnel, but also bessuse you,
as a former Head of Department of this eollege, know the
problems heres,

Of eourse, sestion 1s relatively new and you perhaps might
not be familiar with its undertakings., As a matter of infor-
mation, I sm making the snalyses of the major naval battles
of World War II, and I smn now on the Battle £6r’lLeyte Gulf,
This 1s a massive undertaking and has been 30 resognized
recently in Washington, Although I have been given an allow-
snce of five (5) offieers I had nmot asked for five (5) until
now as I did not have enough data to kesp them fully busy,

I need them now and I em asking for them, I will have my
additionel aviator in June, but my additional l1line offieer
has not been obtained as yet, Commander Gabbert not only
seems sultadle for this jodb, and 1is sbout to graduate from
the War College, btut also, he wants the job, Three important
requisites are thesrsfore filled,

There have been rumors that somecne in BuPers wanted to get
Commander Gabbert, but there is nothing definite and they
seem to be only rumors., Besides, your Bureau has the whole
Navy t0 choose from whereas my work is so selective that but
fow officers are suitadble. I think that the fact thst
Commander Gabbert will soon be & graduate of the War College
makoes 1t wise to employ him here now, Besides, he 1s the
only offieer available., As a matter of fast, he has been
recommended by the Heads of the Strategy and Tactiecs, and

- Strategy and Logistiecs Departments for this assigment,
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The importance of my section is so recognised here that I
slways get serious consideration in the var College. For
this reason, the President of the Navel War College iz gub~
mitting en offieclael reguest for Commander Gabbert.

I expect to be down in Washington the early part of next
week, on this and other matters, at which time I hope to
gee yous

¥y best to Gertrude, who has nlnjs been a wonderful gal.

As over,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES

Vice Admirsl L., T. DuBose, USK,
Chief of Xaval Personnel,

Nevy Department,

wWashington 26, D.C.




Narch 5, 1952

Dear Rolle:

I a= forwarding to you in a day or sc what I have written
to date on the Battle for Leyte Gulf, Considerable
information i1s availadle soncerning the Jo snese air and

13 being smalysed now, but it 1z not in good enocugh shape
to forward to you. When it has been straightenesd ocut there
will be some comments in the operations of the 3rd Fleet
sonserning the sceurasy of the 3rd Fleet's various estimntes
of damage donms, The Japanese informstion on this is meager
a8 they destroyed manmy of the their vital reports.

I sm sending you the whole of the American side with the hope
thet with yourexperieneed eye you will point out smy diserep-
anciss, or disapreements, ' :

Before you return this to me I will coms to Washington to
discuss any scmments with you, ss I can obtain much more that
way than by & mere letter, although I will be pleased to
. recelve a letter for the record, .

You will notiee, in reading the comments I made eonserning
Adnirsl Nalsey's operations, that, on oseasions, I have used
terms such as "Hs sppears to have reasoned about as follows."
S8ee pages 132, 10th line from the bottom,.

I hope that I will be able to do the same thing with you

that I did with Admiral Tichenor sonserning the SOWNESPAC
submarines, %That 133 I want to put in the definite statement
I

rather than to say, t would sppear.” I would prefer to say,
"Ho reasoned as follows," Will you mark in the boock where
ever you can make a flat statement? I am asking you to do
this as you were CoaffHIRDF1t's Operation Officer and I feel
that much of his reasoning came from you,

You will observe that the charts are not complete. This is,
in part, becauss we have to use the draftsmen when they are

avallable.,




However, the sharts which you will have are adequate to
glve a pretty clear conseption of the varicus operations

of the varicus forces., Weather dats is lacking on the

;h::::i but will be put in when I get it from CNO's Weather
® .

I plan to be in Washington next week at whiseh time I will
eontast you, :

¥ith best regards and apprecistion for your intersst in
m, I anmy :

Your old friend,

R'w. mm0

Rear Admiral R.E. Wilson, USN,
3800 Newark Street, NW,
'mm’ b.C,




March 5, 1952,

Dear Germany:

I am eoming down to Washington next week to see about some
matters somnested with my offise most of whieh I think I

ean handle myself, I plan, however, to drop in to say "hello"
to you and to 1ssue a casual query as regards translators
whose services are really quite important, As i hlove along
on the Japsnese side I see the addftionsl dats which I need,

It 1s not enough to have the translstions of the ccmmander?’s
variocus reports alcne, but it is negessary also to have the
translations of the reports of the division and ship commanders
as well, This is because senior sommanders either do not have
the wheole story or because they forward a picture which is not
correst, but which plasces them in a favorable 1ight,

Sinece my section is more or less wnder YOR, you will be
interested to read the following eomment from Admiral Nimits
gonserning my work here on the Coral Sea, ¥idway and Savo
Island studies. This comment was received a few days ago,
"I eongratulate you on the fine Job you are doing and I wish
for you and the Wgr College a long and continued period of
sollaboration,” Naturally, it is my wish to produce for the
Leyte Gulf atudy sn equally fine job,

I was delighted to see that your old g:edocossor. Robert Briscoe
has taken command of the 7th Fleet. is a very capable
fellow, in my mind, Who kmows, perhaps you will succeed him
one fine day,

With best regards and with hope that you srs taking things
easy, I am,

Your old friend,

R.w. BAm.

Rear ¥émiral w.E. Curts, USH,
ACNO (Readiness),

Room 4E652, Pentagon Building,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.




Dear Bud:

In aseordmnce with my promiss of several weeks ago I am
sending you, in & day or so, what I have written on the
Battle for Leyte Oulf to date., I sm sending you the

whole works and you, of course, may read what you will,

What I have written so far is only the bsokground up

to Oldendorf's landing on Suluan Island on October 17th,
While my analysis for this period is not entirely somplete,
it is complete snough to receive your conmesnts.

Before you retwrn my papers to me I will gome to Wa

to discuss sny eomments with you, since I can obtain mmeh
more that wey than by a mere letter, slthough I will be
Pleased to reseive a letter for the reecord,

You will notice, on occasions when I havenft had the faets,
that I use the words, “"presume™ or, "It sppears that" or
something of that nature., In view of your close assoclat-~
lon with these operations I hope that you will be able

to review sush phrases and replace them with something
more definite, I did this with Admiral Tichenor sonserning

the SOWESPAC submarines and it improved my write-up
considerably. :

You will observe that the charts are not somplete in sll
particulars, but they are adequate to give you a prettiy
olear conception of the wvarious operations of the varicus
forses, They sare quite somplete as regards the submarines,

I plan to be In Washington next week, at which time I
expect to contast you,

With beat regards and sppreciation for your interest in
this, I am,

Your old friend,

R.W, BATES.

Rear Admirsl E.,E. Yeomans, USH,
Room 4B715, Pentagon Building,
Navy Department,

Washingpon 25, D.C.
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March 17, 1952,

' Dear Captain Kenney: -

I am iIn receipt of Admiral DuBose'!s letter of 12 Narch, end
I have besn permitted to resd your letter of 1l Narch to
Admiral Beakley, From these and from my recent conversation
with you, it is obviocus that I am not to obtain the services
of CDR GABBERT. This 1s gquite satisfactory to me, providing
that I get someone else of equal or better qualifications.

It iz unfortunate, in your letter to Admiral Beakley anéd in
Admirel DuBoset's letter to me, that the guestion of the rank
of ICDR has arisen. It is unfortunate becsuse I thought

that I had explained thoroughly that the gquestion of the rank
was not important -- that the rank will de shanged to suit
the personnel avallable, In order that there might be no
misundsrstandings, after speaking to you I went over asnd saw
Admiral Groen again, Admiral Green once again reiterated
that the allowanece would be changed to suit the rank of the
officer you finally obtained for ms,

I realize that you are having hard times there with your
persennel snd I am not anxious to embarrass you in any way.
On the other hand, when I took this job I was promised the
cooperation of everyone, I have received such eooperation
everywhere except in the question of obtaining officers of
certain qualificationa for my staff. The work that I am
doing here is very diffioult, snd it must be correct. There-
fore, I must have people of sonseguence hers,

As I sald to you the other deay, I should have an officer of
reasonable experisnce who is (1) a graduate of the Naval War
' College, {(2) has had combat service, (3) has served well on
s staff, (4) has had duty both ashors and afloat, (5) an
officer who has completed s Post-Graduate occurse should be
more vaiuable than a atraight line officer, as 1t indicates
an ability to research and study, (6) an officer who has
done navigation duty would also be advantageous, as it
indicates en sbility to plot and a knowledge of relative

movement.

There must be a large mumber of officers who graduated from
the War College, Classes of 1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950,
who fulfill most of the sbove requirements,
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If you desire me to do 80, I will send you a 1ist of the
gndna?l out of whom perhaps you may choose someons

I gave the above requirements to CDR SEMMES when I was there
last Thursday. I feel eonfident that in his eareful hands
I will receive the sorrect person, The sooner I get him
the better as I have work for him now,

With warmest persomal regards, I am,
Very sincerely yours,

R.'. BAm.

Captain William 2., Kemney, USH,
Bureau of Naval Personnel,
Boom 2718, Arlington Annex,
Navy Departuent,

w‘wo‘ 25. D.C.
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